
 
Ivy Mills Historic Certification 

 
St. Thomas 1852 Church Tour 

 
Free, guided tours will be given at two sites centr al to Pennsylvania history on the fourth Sunday 
of every month, June through October.   Ivy Mills w as the site of Philadelphia’s third papermill, 
and was key to Pennsylvania’s policy of religious t oleration, unique in the New World in the early 
18th century.  

 
 

Free Tours at Ivy Mills & Old Saint Thomas 
 
 

Ivy Mills Homestead and Old Saint Thomas the Apostle Church Historic District will host 
free, guided tours from 1 to 4 PM on the fourth Sunday of each Summer month. 
 
 The oldest Roman Catholic parish in Pennsylvania, Saint Thomas the Apostle 
parish at Ivy Mills was founded in 1729. The old church building, begun in 1852, is still 
in active use as the companion chapel to the full-size church built in 1991.  In the 18th 
century, neighboring Concord Township Friends and Episcopalian congregations 
welcomed the newcomers, who formed the third angle of the “Toleration Triangle” in 
Concord. 
 
 The parish was founded at the home of early papermaker Thomas Willcox, now 
known as the Ivy Mills Homestead.   Early 18th century Jesuit missionaries regularly 
stopped there on their way to Philadelphia.  Ivy Mills produced currency paper for the 
thirteen colonies in the 18th century, and went on to produce paper for the new U.S. 
government from the Revolutionary period until the 1860s.  
 
 Ivy Mills is listed on the National Register of Historic Sites, and a Pennsylvania 
state marker was erected there in 2001. 
 
 Old Saint Thomas is located in western Delaware County, at 430 Valleybrook 
Road, Chester Heights; Ivy Mills is at 109 Ivy Mills Road, Concord.  The tours are 
organized by the Friends of Old Saint Thomas, a group organized in 1991 to promote 
awareness of the rich history surrounding Saint Thomas and Ivy Mills.  For more 
information, please contact fost@fost.us or call (610) 459-8392. 
  



 
Ivy Mills Homestead 

 
St. Thomas the Apostle 1852 Church 

 
 
 

Private Tours of Old Saint Thomas and Ivy Mills Hom estead  
 
1.  Private tours of Old Saint Thomas and Ivy Mills Homestead are given by special 
arrangement for groups of ten or larger, March through November, Tuesdays through 
Saturdays, between 10:00 AM and 3 PM.  
 
2.  Length of tours can vary between 45 minutes to 1½  hours at each location.  
Allowing for travel and walking times, groups should plan for a minimum of 2 hours.   
 
3.   Fee:  $5 per person.  Donations above that amount are greatly appreciated.  All 
funds collected are applied to the Friends of Old St. Thomas’ continuing work of 
preservation and education about Old Saint Thomas and Ivy Mills. 
 
4.  School tours are also available.  Please call for details. 
 
5.  To arrange tours, please contact fost@fost.us or call (610) 459-8392. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


